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January 12, 2021 

Happy New Year, Grand Blanc Families! 

Our targeted date of January 26th, 2021 to begin returning to face-to-face instruction for all grade levels remains the plan 
for our second semester. There have been some changes made to the “hybrid” plan for secondary students (6th-12th 
grades) as explained by our GBHS Principal, Mr. Fray, at the January 11 board meeting last evening. A recording of that 
meeting with his full presentation is posted on our district website on the Board of Education page. 

Our staff worked very hard to come up with a plan that both brings students safely back to the buildings while respecting 
the enormity of the task at hand. Grand Blanc High School and our two middle schools, East and West, have large 
populations in comparison to our elementary buildings. Students also change classrooms and therefore, “contacts” 
throughout the day are increased. Those buildings have not had students since last March, and despite efforts to recruit, we 
are starting this endeavor with less staff than we would like. We know that on days when K-12 students are in the buildings, 
our substitute teacher coverage ability will be very strained. If you know someone who would like to apply to be a Bobcat 
team member - especially a substitute teacher, custodian, or bus driver, please have them go to www.gbcsworks.org! 

Therefore, we will bring grades 6-12 back only one day a week beginning on January 27th, to test our capacity without 
creating a potentially unsafe or unmanageable situation. Middle and high school students will report in two groups; the first 
group (last name A-K) on Wednesdays and the second group (last name L-Z) on Thursdays. Students will have live 
instruction from their teachers 4 days per week (3 remote and 1 in-person). The rotation of 3 subjects for 3 weeks will 
continue. We expect this schedule to be temporary, with reevaluation by the Board of Education expected every two weeks 
or less. Based on the Genesee County Health Department’s information, I am optimistic that vaccines will be available to 
the general population soon, and the COVID-19 situation will begin to gradually improve.  

Elementary students K-5 will return in-person in the same hybrid manner as before, two days/week. More details of all 
schedules are available on the district website under the “20-21 School Info” tab.  This information will also be shared with 
all of our families by your child’s building principal.  

Those students who will return to classroom teachers from Bobcat Virtual should be hearing from staff soon regarding 
second-semester schedules. 6th graders and freshmen who have not yet been able to walk the halls of their buildings will 
also hear from staff with welcome information. Please contact your building if you have any concerns. 

I am confident that a full-time, full-classroom return will be possible this school year. Please know we will continue to focus 
on safety, as well as the educational and social/emotional needs of our students. 

Bobcat families, staff, and students - I continue to be in awe of your #perseverance. Thank you for helping one another, for 
taking on the impossible, and on some days, “putting one foot in front of the other” and just showing up. Welcome to 2021! 
We miss every single one of you and can’t wait to see you in person again! 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Clarence Garner 
Superintendent 
Grand Blanc Community Schools 

Board of Education 
Susan D. Kish, President   |   Martin J. Ray, Vice President   |   Meredith Anderson, Secretary  

Yasmeen Y. Youngs, Treasurer   |   James D. Avery, Jr., Trustee   |   Amy Facchinello, Trustee    |   Curtis R. Jablonski, Trustee 

 
Administration 

Clarence Garner, Superintendent    |   Trevor L. Alward, Ed.D., Deputy Superintendent 
James P. Adams II, Director of Operations   |   Michelle Maya, Director of Business Affairs 

http://www.gbcs.org/

